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merely improving upon the example set by England in 1688,
and to emphasize the contrast between the cautious and
conservative advance of England, and the abstract and un-
historical radicalism of France. To give any idea of the
exuberant wealth of historical illustration, or the profound
wisdom of the political reflections, by the aid of which Burke
enforced his main thesis, would here be impossible. But
attention must be drawn to his remarkable prediction. The
new system of government set up by the National Assembly
would, he prophesied, quickly lead to the destruction of the
monarchy; the fall of the monarchy would result in an-
archy, from which France could only be rescued by a mili-
tary despotism. But Burke's first concern was not for
France but for his own country, and his treatise has, there-
fore, been truly described as' a polemic against Jacobinism,
particularly English Jacobinism'. In both respects it pro-
duced an extraordinarily powerful effect. Thirty thousand
copies were quickly sold in England, and a very large number
in France and elsewhere. Nor was the success undeserved;
for few similar treatises have so effectively combined the
character of a political pamphlet designed to produce an
immediate effect, and that of a permanent contribution to
political thought.
Not that Burke's influence was wholly salutary. From
the outset he held that the only cure for the highly con-
tagious disease raging in France was the armed intervention
of the Powers. ' This evil in the heart of Europe must be
extirpated from that centre, or no part of the circumference
can be free from the mischief which radiates from it, and
which will spread, circle beyond circle, in spite of all the
little defensive precautions which can be employed against
it.' Most people will now agree that Burke was inaccurate
in his diagnosis and unfortunate in his prescription.
But despite Burke's advice, Pitt held steadily on the path
of rigid neutrality. There are few charges against any
PITT AND THE public man more demonsteably false than
REVOLUTION fl^ wHch makes Pitt responsible for the out-
break of war between Europe and France. But the force